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tion either to finding a substitute or to rendering it
non-toxic.
The second part of the book is an excellent historical

account of the fight to abolish lead poisoning among
painters. France has led the way, for there the

campaign started at the end of the eighteenth century,
was active throughout the nineteenth, and became
acute at the commencement of the present century.
It finally culminated in France in 1909 in a law

prohibiting the use of white lead, linseed oil con-

taining lead, or of any material containing white lead
for painting the inside or outside of buildings. A

period of five years was given before the law should
become operative, and the war intervened. The law
was not enforced, and even now that the war has
been over nearly three years, the difficulties of
enforcing it have not been overcome. The difficulties
arise from the fact that the manufacture of paint
containing lead compounds is not abolished ; such
paints can still be used in the coachbuilding trade ;
meanwhile, inspectors cannot adequately control the
use of such paints in private houses and other places.
Clearly, if France intends to abolish the use of lead
in paints employed on buildings, the law will have
to be materially strengthened. No other country
has yet proceeded so far. Regulations more or less
stringent have been tried in Austria and in Germany,
but they have failed to abolish the evil. The move-
ment in Belgium, where regulations have also been
tried, is discussed by Mr. Cantineau at some length,
and the successful result of abolishing the use of lead
paints on the State railways is quoted. The case
with regard to Great Britain, where up to the present
no action has been taken, is presented by relating the
findings of the committees appointed to consider the
matter; indeed, throughout this book the evidence
presented to, and the conclusions arrived at, by these
important committees are frequently quoted at
length.
The remedy recommended is considered in the last

part of the book. Here the conclusions of the author,
who is an engineer, are of particular value. He
maintains that substitutes such as zinc white and
lithopone have been proved the equal, if not superiors,
of white lead ; and that supposed difficulties in their
use are entirely imaginary. 11-le shows, by quoting
market prices, that both these materials to-day cost
less than white lead. The sources of supply are

looked into and declared to he adequate, so that
increased demand should not inflate prices, but
rather by calling more manufacturers into the field,
tend to lower them. " If to-day white lead were
suppressed," he asserts that "our houses would be
painted as well as they are now and that we should
not suffer in any way ; and that very probably, after
a period of 20 years, we should almost have forgotten
the very existence of white lead."

PEDUNCULATED PERITONEAL TUBERCULOSIS. 

THERE is a rare type of peritoneal tuberculosis,
pathologically identical with that commonly found
in cattle and known as Perlsucht, which is charac-
terised by the formation of caseous or calcareous
masses, surrounded by a fibrous capsule. In cattle
these masses occasionally reach a considerable size
and may become pedunculated by dragging on the
underlying connective tissue. In a recent paper
Dr. Henry M. Rayl reports a case of this condition
in man in the belief that only two such cases have
previously been recorded in medical literature, the
first by Bizzozero in 1867, and the second by McCallum
in 1901. Dr. Ray’s case is that of a Polish labourer
of 25, admitted to hospital with a five years’ history
of constipation, anorexia, and severe intermittent
colicky pains, his later symptoms being a hacking
cough,paininthechest and abdomen, general weakness,
and loss of weight. On admission the patient was
acutely ill, the abdomen tender and rigid, and the
ankles cedematous, auscultation showing numerous
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moist rales all over the chest. Thirty-six hours after
admission he died, the post-mortem disclosing a mass
consisting of a diffusely thickened and fused peri-
toneum and omentum, closely adherent to the recti
muscles and fusing with the capsules of liver and
spleen. The intestines were found to be thickly
covered with subserous pedunculated firm nodules,
varying in size from a pea to a large hazel-nut, with
pedicles averaging 3 or 4 mm. reflected on to the
nodules and merging into the serous coat of the
intestine. The cortex of the kidneys contained
multiple tubercles of the size of a pin’s head, the cut
surfaces of spleen and lungs being peppered with small
nodules. Microscopical sections of nodules from the
intestines showed typical tuberculous granulation
tissue, with a distinct demarcation between the tuber-
culous process in the nodule and the underlying
structure of the intestine. The parietal peritoneum
also showed tuberculous granulation tissue with large
areas of caseation, while perfectly typical tubercles
with areas of caseous necrosis were found in lungs,
liver, spleen, and kidneys. Although virulence tests
were not carried out with emulsions prepared from the
nodules owing to the fact that the tuberculous nature
of the lesions was not suspected until the hardened
specimens were subjected to routine histological
examination, Dr. Ray suggests that the type of lesion
found in his case and in the two described by Bizzozero
and McCallum can best be explained on the basis of
a specific reaction of the host to an infection with a
tubercle bacillus, probably of bovine type, of a low
degree of virulence. If this view of the pathology of
the condition be correct, the nodules may perhaps be
looked upon as representing the intestinal equivalent
of the multiple benign so-called " sarcoid growths "
of the skin, or nodular cutaneous tuberculomata,
described by Darier and others.

ON THE MEASUREMENT OF RESULTS.

THE prudent rate-payer likes to see the goods
delivered. For this and other reasons the fall in the
general death-rate has been claimed by many different
workers in the field of public health as evidence of
their particular activity, and a salutary warning in
this respect was given by Sir Arthur Newsholme in
one of his American addresses.l He was himself
once taken to task by Prof. Karl Pearson for
associating as cause and effect the fall in the phthisis
death-rate and the decrease in pauperism; Prof.
Pearson alleged a similar correlation between cancer
death-rate and expenditure per head on apples.
Sir Arthur Newshohne rightly deprecated the
quantitative assignment of credit for a given
effort in public health work, when the circumstances
leading to the desired result were multiform and
complex. A recent issue of the monthly bulletins
published by the Metropolitan Life Insurance Com-
pany of New York supplies an illustration of the need
for such precaution. This company has, with perhaps
one or two exceptions, a larger number of insured
persons on its lists belonging to the wage-earning
classes than any other society. Its work is carried
out in a manner which is worthy of great praise.
Not only is its experience carefully collated and the
results from month to month and year to year made
the subject of careful study by its extremely com-
petent statistician, Dr. Louis Dublin, but the occasion
is taken in each monthly bulletin issued to members
and to the general public to give scientific information
and instruction of high value on health matters.
Not only this, but the company have issued leaflets
and pamphlets on various health problems, prepared
by experts on their respective subjects, and they have
furthermore established an elaborate and almost
nation-wide service of nurses, who are prepared,
without cost to insured persons, to undertake nursing
when acute illness occurs in the insured, and who also
perform many of the functions of English health
visitors in this country. The work thus briefly
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